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SUBJECT: KOREAN REACTION TO U.S. BICENTENNIAL 

BEGIN SUMMARY: KOREAN PRESS AND PRIVATE REACTIONS TO U.S. 
BICENTENNIAL WERE UNIEORMLY POSITIVE. HOWEVER, UNDERCURRENT 
OF WORRY ABOUT U.S. WILLINGNESS TO FULFILL WHAT IS SEEN HERE AS 
ITS INEVITABLE ROLE AS LEADER OF FREE WORLD WAS ALSO PRESENT. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. U.S. BICENTENNIAL JULY 4 CELEBRATION RECEIVED MAJOR COVERAGE 
IN THE KOREAN PRESS. THE SEVEN VERNACULAR DAILIES OE NATIONAL 
CIRCULATION, ALL PUBLISHED IN SEOUL, HAVE EACH BEEN CARRYING 
OWN SERIES OF BICENTENNIAL ARTICLES. IN ADDITION, SIX OF THE SEVEN 
CARRIED EDITORIALS ON JULY 3, 4, OR 5. 

2. IN GENERAL, EDITORIALS EXPRESSED CONGRATULATIONS AND WISHES 
FOR CONTINUED U.S. PROSPERITY. WRITERS ANALYZED THE EACTORS 
LEADING U.S. TO ITS LEADING ROLE IN WORLD TODAY, MOST OFTEN 
CITING WILLINGNESS TO DEFEND FREEDOM FRONTIER SPIRIT, AND IN- 
FLUENCE OF PURITANS. SEVERAL EDITORIALS BRIEFLY TRACED HISTORY 
OF US-KOREAN RELATIONS SINCE 1882. 

3. WRITERS ALSO CITED PROBLEMS U.S. EACES, MENTIONING AFTERMATH 
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR BLACKS, AND CRIME. WRITERS TENDED TO END 
ON UPBEAT, WITH PROGNOSIS THAT U.S. WOULD NEVERTHELESS OVERCOME 
ITS PROBLEMS, BECAUSE OF ITS "PURIFICATION POWER AND GREAT ADAPTA- 
BILITY" (TONG-A ILBO), AND WITH WISHES FOR CONTINUED "PROSPERITY" 

AND "BLESSINGS OF GOD" (SEOUL SHIN-MUN). 

4. ANOTHER THEME OFTEN SOUNDED WAS IDEA THAT U.S. IS GUARDIAN 
OF LIBERTY AND PEACE IN WORLD, COMBINED WITH AN APPEAL TO U.S. 

TO CONTINUE THAT ROLE. IN THIS REGARD, THE OFFICIAL SEOUL SHIN-MUN 
SAID, "ALL FREE WORLD NATIONS INVARIABLY WANT THE U.S. TO SAFEGUARD 
PEACE IN THE WORLD THROUGH STRENGTH SO THAT THEIR INDEPENDENCE 
CAN BE PROTECTED. THE U.S. SHOULD NOT FORGET THE MISSION IMPOSED 
ON IT BY THE TIMES." ALSO, MASS-CIRCULATION HANGUK ILBO SAID 
THAT THE MESSAGE KOREA IS SENDING TO U.S. THROUGH ITS "BELL OF 
FRIENDSHIP" IS THAT "AMERICA SHOULD KEEP IN MIND THAT SHE HAS 
A RESPONSIBILITY TO TAKE CARE OF ALL OF HER FRIENDS IN THE WORLD." 

5. PRESS ALSO SOUNDED THEME OF KOREAN SELF-RELIANCE. MOST STRIKING 
EDITORIAL EXAMPLE APPEARED IN CHOSUN ILBO, WHICH, IN POINTING 

OUT KOREANS' PAST "UNRESERVED AND DEEP-ROOTED TRUST" IN U.S., 

NOTED IN ADDITION "A COLD, REALISTIC CHARACTER" IN AMERICANS, 

CITING T. ROOSEVELT'S "NEUTRALITY" AT TIME OF ANNEXATION BY JAPAN, 
DIVISION OF KOREA AT YALTA, AND NIXON DOCTRINE. IN DESCRIBING 
U.S. INFLUENCE ON KOREA, WRITER, NOTING THAT, IN FIRST STAGE 
(UNTIL 1945), MAIN INFLUENCE WAS "SPIRITUAL," AND IN SECOND STAGE 
(30 YEARS SINCE 1945), MATERIAL CULTURE ALSO WAS ACCEPTED, 
CONCLUDED THAT, IN THIRD STAGE, KOREANS SHOULD ACCEPT "INTERNAL 
SPIRIT OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE:" SPIRIT OF DEMOCRACY, SELF-RESTRAINT, 
ECONOMIZING TRAITS, AND MODESTY. WRITER REJECTED "INDISCRIMINATE 
ACCEPTANCE" OF SUCH AMERICAN TRAITS AS CURRENT "PLEASURE- 
SEEKING DECADENCE," OR OTHER ASPECTS OF "SUPERFICIAL AMERICA." 

BY THUS "FILTERING AND PURIFYING" CULTURE THEY ACCEPT FROM U.S., 

AND INCREASING THEIR NATIONAL STRENGTH TO COPE WITH U.S. POLITI- 
CALLY, KOREANS WILL BE ABLE TO DEEPEN TRUST OF U.S. AND THUS 
LEARN STILL MORE FROM U.S. 

6. IN PERSONAL CONTACTS EMBASSY OFFICERS HAD DURING JULY 4 
PERIOD, TRADITIONAL WARMTH OF KOREANS TOWARD U.S. WAS PARAMOUNT. 
UNDER THIS, HOWEVER, AT LEAST TWO WORRIES EMERGED. FIRST WAS 
LONGER-STANDING WORRY OVER U.S. POLICY OF DETENTE AND INABILITY 
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TO UNDERSTAND HOW U.S., THOUGH SO STRONG, COULD REFRAIN FROM PUR- 
SUING POLICIES OF CONFRONTATION WITH COMMUNISM ON ALL FRONTS. 
SECOND WAS NEWER. IT COMPOUNDS THE FIRST SUGGESTION FROM KOREANS 
THAT U.S., POWERFUL THOUGH IT IS, MAY NOT BE ABLE TO SOLVE ALL ITS 
SOCIAL PROBLEMS, SUCH AS PERMISSIVENESS, WITH WORRY ABOUT U.S. 
TENDENCY TOWARD NEO-ISOLATIONISM. THIS LENT A CERTAIN PLEADING 
QUALITY TO KOREAN APPEALS THAT U.S. NOT ABJURE ITS WORLD ROLE. 
SNEIDER 
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